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Review, to some very striking facta connect-| 
ed with the growth of the great-railroad cor- 


of the great companies to combine, and. the 
extent to which they have cottbined. For 
instance, seventeen’ years ago ‘théte were 
seven distinct lines of railroad between ‘this 
City and Buffaloyof whieh six were not over 
» | seventy-six miles long, each. . Now ‘there ‘ig 
pratically but one line, owned By « one com- 

3° and “it “now. also practically 


severe controls the Lake Shore and Michigan, the 


per “Marriages snd 
=, 20 cents per Ime 


‘Rock Inland, and the Chicago and North- 


‘of ‘Toad. between New-York ‘and Omaha. 
‘One year ago.” says Mr. Apaus,. “five | 
‘roads divided. between them theSdistance 


serectenat “ee ‘between the Atlantic and Pacifie ; six months’ 


rates of 
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ago, these five were practically reduced to | 
three. How long will it be before these 


‘three are reduced to one?’ The same pro- 
cess is going on all over the country. The 
grand ‘corporations thus formed,. too, have 
completely exempted themselves from State 
control,’ If a State attempts to meddle with 
{ them, they buy up the Legislature and muz- 


2 ale the Courts, and they even assault Con- 


| gress -with -no inconsiderable success, and 
ly begin to look upon the Presidential 
-a8°@ Matter by nd means beyond 


|| their control. ‘The Erie Ring has formed an 


oe with the Tammany Ring; indeed, 
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| of this State, and make no secret of their be- 
‘| lief that they will have a good deal todo with 
the clivice of the next Deriocratic candidate 


Pe for the Presidency. Nevertheless, we are as 


yet only in the infancy of the system; if 
these things are done in’ the green-tree, 


what will be done iff the dry? 


‘The main reliance of the community in 
this country, as regards the regulation of 
railroads in all that: relates’ tothe comfort 
and safety of passengers, and cheapness and 
rapidity in the transportation of freight, has 
orere been competition. This check-has. 

n got rid-of to a great extent by the paa- 
sage of. some of the’ ‘competing * lines into 


bas been actually kept ap, it has produced 


4 ‘Paria agenta have boon areted France re- | 80mé extraordinary ‘results. Competition |: 


generally prevails with regard to the 


éold' days’ the tise of the heater may be de 
‘strable—but of such days we have only. hed 
about Ralf a dozen so far this . Winter. } 


Br ae ie sore t se St 


| is the appointment or election. of. some sort 
‘ot cottrclling inibunsls Wrwhioa-aibeellreg? 
whone juductiogia: Shik peeve rrr may 


‘ids slioving she Lagielatures, both ‘tate: 


sndFederal, from that mosh corruptina of 
‘all influences, “ "To the 


| poigons the air, renders childrett delicate 


Se oa are 


weak, aggravates all the evils. porcine me 


people of weak lungs suffer, andl igives’the | 
doctors more work than they know how to. 
get through. It. would: be impossible to 8 
a strong and athletic race under the bi 
influence of the “ heater,” : 

But when to these disadvantages is added. 


Pag ‘the probability that’ some, day: or other the | 
‘Phonse will Be aet on fire by.this aboininable |. 
agent of mischief, it seems: wonderful that 


fie gore resort, always trust to in- 


ton. | Sividinal. chiracter for defense against al 


evils of this kind. We trust our lives and 
property implicitly, and for the most part] 
justifisbly, to, the honesty: of Judges’ and’ 
-Juries, It a nation does not contain honest 
men enough for work of this kind, of coursed 
if must go. to the wail “The great reason 
why the corporations have: their “way so 
readily with legislators 18, that the re- 
| sponsibility: for any evil which may be.ac- 
complished -in them. is so divided that no- 
‘body feels’ it vety niuch. “The advantage 
of éuch, tribunals as Mr. Apams. proposes, 


|| would. be, that responsibility would be so! 
|} concenttated that when s°corravt ‘act was, 
; couimitted “every member would feel the} 


shame of it. 
~) We doubt whether the public niind is yet | 
saffoiently awake to the magnitude of: the. 
‘evil, Mr.. ADAMS discusses to give serious | 
‘consideration to. the remedy he suggests. 
But eventually. no question. .of politics 
stands a better: chance of oocupying ‘the 
public mind, as nothing has ever occupied. it 
except, slavery. Whether democratic Gov- 
ernment, can. be. successfolly: carried on in 
the presence of these gigantic corporations, 
‘with their armies of employes, their millions 
of ‘treasury, ‘and with the blest men in the 
country at their head; acting in indepen 
dence of; and: often in’ defiance of the 'Goy- 
ériment; is an experiment which the Amer- 
ican, people are, hardly likely to: try} after 
they : havé: mgt aae sige! acquainted 
with its nature: ' . 
—_—_— 
| meliigien by Constitutional Amendment. 

A religions amendment to the Constitution 
‘of the United States. isthe object of a Con- 
i vention to be held next week in Philadel- 
‘phia.. The.omission in the Constitution .of 
all: reference to” “God and Christianity” ‘is 
réferred to in the, call.as “unnecessary and: 
most unfortunate,” and such ‘an amendment 
is demanded as shall “indiéate that this isa 
Christian pnation,,.and place all. Christian 
laws, institutions, and usages in our Govern- 
ment on an undeniable legal basis in the 
fundamental law ofthe nation.” « 
| The sane movement haa been heard of be- 
fore, under equally respectable. auspices, but 
it has taken no‘hold upon the: publi¢ mind, 
and gives no'evidence of growth in any form 
whatever. The motives of its origifiggors 
aré unquestionably. good. Their, sincerity 
and piety are abovesuspicion. Their wisdom; 
however. is not ‘so apparent. They mean 
well, but the method by which they’ propose 
to prove that we are a Christian people. 
would be utterly ineffectual.” It might sub- 
ject ns to a charge of national hypoorisy,—it 
could not possibly augment the smount.of 
religious . prefession,.‘or tim any’ -degtes 
heighten the standard of daily; life, 

‘It is ‘safe to aastiine that. there. was, as 
much genuine religion among the men wh’ 
drafted the Constitution, and among the nién 
who ratified it, as can be Yound in these days.. 
The people lived as nter to Goi then as.now, 
‘and probably recognized their responsibility 
to Him ii their work, and business quite as 
fully as their destetidants can do. It was 
the very sanctaty of religion, perhaps. which: 
led them to ayoid the mention of it m_ an in- 
strument franied with an exclusive: regard 


| tosecular concerns, They ktiew what State 


to the lowest possible point, often below the 
paying point; but then in order to save 
their, toads . from loss, they raise 


“Hence it . happens that ’ places like 

Rochester, and. Buffalo, and Syracuse find 

‘themselves unable to carry on business with 

the West in competition with New-York or 

Boston.. ‘The discrimination against them 

‘amounts in some cases to ten per cent., Mr. 

ApaMs says, of the value of the goods trans- 

ported ; and the congequenice is that many 

‘manufacturing establishments inthe interior 

been: broken: up,-and the creation of 

| new ones is. of. _course. prevented by the 

of the risks to which the condi- 

1 of the railroad system would expose 

In short, to the ordinary chances of 

“and the’ chances caused by. sudden 

A aid wit dees’ in the tariff, we added 

fresh ones caused by the contests offailroad 

‘Managers, these last being the most ciffieult 
s. | to'foresee and provide agiinst.. 

Mr. Apams selects, as the greatest of ‘ail 


4 toad corporations, and, therefore, the most 
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| useful as ‘oe of their enormous. 
wealth power, the Pennsylvania Rail- 
“road. I owns four hundred thiles of road in 
W Péxbipivania, directly: controls twelye hun- 
‘Gred. miles more, outside the: State Jeases, 
| abd works sixteen hundred. miles,and holds 
‘ponds‘uf' railroads, canals, towns and cities 
to the ‘amount. of $20,000,000. Its capital is 


$65,000,000; ita'income is $40,000,000, aud its: 


‘profits - $10,00 0a ‘year. Think of this 
“ money power” ih.» country which 
| thought its. liberties * endangered’ by ‘the 

United States Bank,. As ‘an ilustration of 
the ‘courage of; this Company, he ,cites 
its attempte, the success of which was only 
revaggel by GN, GuAny's vata, ta eat Dos 


religion meant in, the Old World, and care- 


fully guarded against its introduction in the 
new. -The depth of their religious feeling, 
not the want of it, led to the omission which 


1 the promoters ef the Philadelphia, meeting 


seck to rectify, a 

The idea of making a nation religious by 
an'act of Congress, or a declaration of the 
organic law, harmonizes with Clauses’ 
doctrine of national conscience, and with the 
theory upon which State Churches rest. In 
fact, if it is the business of : law-makers to 
make religion a national concern, it is their 
dnty to. go beyond an amendment to the Con- 
stitution, and. to..provide for religion by a 
system of endowments. Such-a course, we 
need not say, is at variance with the instizicts 

‘and aims of the American people. Religion is 
here strictly an individual oh tara cern: lt ae 
‘upon voluntary agencies 
measured by individual Nec ea 
contents.of & printed instrument. Ae eg 
might perpetually conyict usof national in- 
consistencies, which keen crrties would call 
hypooriay ;. but it would neither strengthen 
the faith: of the Christian, nor dispel. the 
déubte of the unbeliever. We thik it best, 
therefore, to leave .the Constitution as it is. 
The churches can “do ‘more: for Christianity 
than Congress or the Constitutian. 
Se ssaamieiamaseeammemmememeanae” 
The “ Defective } ” 

Very few. days pass just now without our 
being called “‘npon to record an. outbreak:of 
fire in some private dwelling, The otlier 
night the disaster happened at. ‘a ladies’ 
achool, and the inmatesof the house had only 
the ’| time to, escape in their night-dresses before 
the whole place wasinflames. But for the 
great exertions ‘of the lidy who presided 
over the school; Miss Anmerrona, we might 
have had a repetition of the Richmond dis- 


_Pesple do not. contert themselves’ with ‘the 


we | honest warmth to be derived from an ‘open 


grate, as their grandfathers did before them. 


Be 


There never was better work done in. this. par re 


country than: 
‘selves before a good old-fashioned wood fire, | 
Of course the houses of the very rich are 80 
fitted up that risk of accident is ‘reduced to 
almost AOthing. The eminent. sponsor ot 
the Tammany “Ring.” Mry,Joms Jacon 
ASTOR, can. probably sleep in his “palatial 
mansion,”—as the: World would call it—with- 
out. fear of fite; but how about: some-of Mr, | 
Jou. Jacop Astor's tenants ? Would their 


when people warmed. them: | 


el deleaeae ranetat aid a Sead We | 


at = he 


idbege?> ne afr dto svow |. 


ciliate | 


‘the reckless dating of a wild beast, ‘and 4:| _ 


cunning of most fiendish completeness, will 
omaha nian psi arenes | ; 


: SS ofS: PRE Se 
+ % é 


"itn dbyious, that 0 clus could be:'more ; 


landlord goto niuch expense to put, their 


furnaces in order? And. so. with. other! ten- 
ants, . The, landlord wants his \rént—as for 

“defective flues,” ‘that is your, lookout, and 
if you are burnt alive some tight, you may’ 
have the satisfaction of knowing beforehand 


: that.a coroner's jury will certify thatnobody | 


“Jess ominon ‘than ft is.” Anions most civil- | 
pore pesmi gh occa, hoyeares 
is, to some extent, a subject, of peer et 
and like the purchaser of poison’ at a drug. |: 
store, is: likely to’ be noted sufficiently tor | 


but, yourself» was ‘to blame. ‘The’ builders’ 4 


| are chiefly at'fault for putting in flues ‘where 


they ought not to be. ‘This: ought to.be one | 
‘of the things looked after by the *Superin- 
‘tendent. of Buildings. Au phat the. tenant 
can do, aa a Tule, is to see that the furnace 
which supplies heatfor the house.isin proper 
order. . This precaution: ought riever to be 
neglected. Twiee, iat least, during’ the Win- 
‘tery’ the’ etitire “apparatis: should” “be. thor, 
oughly dvettisaled. ’ Ka it ig, most. people go 
to bed with a deadly enemy,ready. to apring 
out. them.at any ‘moment. it may be 
said that every house in New-York’ is fitted 
up with ‘a heater, an@'that: very few fires 
occur. The latter statement is not. true, for | ' 
firés bredk out every night, although few of | 
them are reported in the newspapers‘:The | 


| great..fact is that your own turn ‘may come put 


at any time, and all: because ‘builders are | 
stupid, landlords’ miéan, sod tenants careless. |) Agat 
Thesafe course is to do withant’ the heater,,} 

and have s good. rousing. fire made in the:|| 

grate, such as our forefathers managed to}, 

‘get on within, days when theiclinate was: Beers 
‘much: more severe than “it ‘is* now,’ and | ithe? 
people’ had’ somethitig’ béster'to do than \ Certai: 
to’ go" withing ‘and shivelling to each | 

other about, the. cold. If you must pangper || | 

and coddle... youreelf,, and. undermine? the:{ ; 


health. of ‘your enildren, with the heater, 


pt least take ‘care that the “doctors ally” 


isin good Grder, and that you baye secured, 
yourself ggainst that “bane of Winter—-the 
‘ defective fine,” , 
—_—— 
ts A Daring Robber. 
| We: have beconie familiar sabia with 
deeds of railroad brigandage committed by. 
wéll-armed ‘bands of rnffians amid the solis. 


tude and silence .of tha Western plains, or } 


where the bleak and barren slopes of Nevada al 
afford a refuge to’ crime ‘that defies the | 
_strong’ arm of’ the "law. But: most people, 


even in‘our day, would have thought. an 6x: 
‘prees car jast isening from.» busy sity, and 


under the, immediate eye of men employed: 


around a great. central depot, would aye’ 
‘been the last place, for éveri the ndst reck- 


Elésd deeperado'to select asthe acene of mur- 


der and robbery. . No less difficult than 
the impossible, appears -.to.. attract’ our: 
modern... riminals—a) .ralé -whicli' -we-. 
may, expect to see consistiy acted upon, ‘un- 
til our detective resources are brought upon 
®@ par. with the ingenuity and daring of the 
classes‘they have to deal. with: No ‘better 
instance than the one which occurred.on., 
Friday evening, at Albany, could: be» found 
to illustrate the safety which ‘crime de- 
rives from an utter disregard of all precan- 

tien. At 8 o'clock in the.evening the heayi- 
Ty laden cars had just begun. their journey, 

and had to pass two watebful atténdants on ” 

the witches, to whom the train Waa at that. 
moment the absorbing object.of.attention. 
Such were the conditions selécted’ ‘by ‘ ati 
‘unknown. robber. for leaping “on the 
express car,” opening “the...door, :and, 
with’. no appearance of haste,’ ring 
three successiye shots at the ‘messenger. 
in charge, rifling the safe. and making good 
-his escape, after carefally closing the door on 
thé opposite side from that'on which he en- 
tered. . The leap. upon the.spur of the ex- 
‘press car was ‘made close by the side of the 
employe entrusted with the first switch out- 
side of the depot, and whose lantern enabled 
him to.‘eee “the figure of the mgn who was 
about. to attempt » murder, About forty 
yards further.on. there were stationed On’ a 
lower line of road some men Who heard the 
pistol shots; some. ninety, yards hearer the- 
river, and just at the point, Where the train 
passes on the single. track that crosses the 
‘bridge, was stationed anatherenploye ot the: 
road; in thé centre of the 

other énd.of it, were two more. °, 

It was ths; ' while ronning the gauntlet 
of the watebful observation of . four men, 
and while passing within the hearing of oth- 
ers, that a terrible tragedy. was beitig'en- 
acted with the express car, Such a deéd 
was simply.the yery last possibility that 
any of the onlookess would have accepted as. 
explaining the slight indication of anytning 
irregular remarked by».them. Hence, the 
ihan leaping on was taken for a railroad offi- 
cia¥, the vistol-shots were thought to have 


‘thorough, complete, and, open'to. the pablic, 
.#ad no opportunity showld be givén to the 
‘Book Committee to cover tip ‘or. to exclude |: 
‘any testimony that’ would show fratid or, 
‘mismanagement. The property. of ‘the Con- 
‘cern belongs. tothe traveling “preachers. of | 
‘the Northern £ 


as 8 pro) ie tion to 
pre cain ag 01 


Sapo 7 nis Ki 


# our 
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they have a right | It 


to know if it has been tampered with, and} 


if 80, to what.extent, What.the Church re- 
quires is light, not darkness and: whitewash: ’} 

The Christian Advocate, of ‘this City, has: 
done its: beet .t0: miaropresent and confuse. 


ie oa at te 


every question at issue..- It “had. declared : 
that the alléged frauda’ in the’ Methodist | nut 
Book Concern “have not only: ot been t 
proved, but. they have not been made de, F 
‘eently probable.” Yet in the first repért-of |: 


loged. trends, (November, 1800,) the third 


resolution ran as follows : ““¢ That the inves }- 


‘the Committee which ‘inquired into the sik} ’ " 


tigation éf the bindery.bas satisfied the | 


Committee that there. has been great mis- 


nranagement.in this department, end that}. 


sortous losses have ocourred therein.” - Dr. Cur- | 


RY now denies all this—for reasons which’ ma 


“may, pexhiaps, appear if the approaching in- | 
vestigation is full and thorough, end nota 
“bole and corner” affair, designed to conceal: 
the “mistnanagement” referred to in ‘the 
abeve resolution of the Committee. ‘The 
Christian, Advocate itself, which now.-un- 
blushingly. denies the existence. of any: 
wrongdoing, said, last November : “The. 


ioe little ir 


Va iy 


whole Church owes a large debt of gratitude. : : 


to the members of the Book Committee for } 
thet laborious, diigent od patient investi} 
‘gations of the whole affair.” 


aan F 


-Wé need not expect to getiat-the, tenth on | m 


+hig subject from the Christian Advocate— | 


‘which, by the bye, very naturally came the} 


‘other day to.the defense of Messrs. ASTOR, 


Ta¥LOR, ROBERTS & Co., whitewashers dy |! 


wholesale and retail. So many jobs'in that 


line have had $0 bé done of late in the Method- | 


ist Book Concern. that the Christian Advocate 
has that “fellow feeling”. which “makes.us 
wondrous kind” toward the great professors 
of the art. What we demand now, in behalf 
of thousands of: Methodists, is a fair atid im-' 
partial investigation. ‘The attempt is to be, 
made td burke Dr. Linanin, and if it suc- 
coeds, it will be one of the greatest scandals 
ever brought upon the Methodist Church. 
The swagger of the Christian Advocate cannot 
be allowed to blind the pubtic'to the true 
facts of the case. ‘The editor of’ that journal 
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